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Concerning the 
BraurTty of 


PROVIDENC 
In all the rugged Paſ4 


D ſages of it. | 

Very ſeafonable to quier ani 

ſupport the heart in thele times 
of publick confuſton. 
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THE : 
PREFACE 


 Tothe 


READER 


Mongſt all ether 
AA noarine this of 
Prowidence(though 


jt do properly belong to 
Natural Theology,y ct )is of 
as Univerſal concernment 
both for knowledge. and 
practice, as any other 
point,” in Chriſtian Divi- 
nity. 

The very Heathen have 
acknowledged,not only a 
Univerſal Providence of 
A 2 God 


To the Reader. 


God, which puts the gene- 
ral kinds of things into a 
regular way: of-working , 
But his particular Provi- 
dence likewiſe, which 
takes care of Tndividual 


petſons and ations, Why | 
clſe do all religions oblige | 


men to pray unto him,and 
to expect his ſpecial afſſi- 


ſtance, in every kind of | 


L 


want or neceſſity ? -, 
But now, though this | 
common principle be ſo | 


univerſally acknowledged 
in the Notzon-of it, yet men 
are generally very negli- 


gent in the prafical appli- | 


cation of it to particular 
times and conditions 


And ſo loſe that comfort. 
and ſatisfaRtion that = | 
4 $644 . 


| 


| bereaped from it, 
**Trtis the chief aime and 


To the Reader. 


buſineſle of this Diſcourſe 
to convince. and quicken 
men unto this duty, as be- 
ing by ſo. much the more 
ſcafonable for theſe times, 
by how much the prefent 
troubles and confufions 
do now call upon us for 
i: 1; 

-» It cannot but occaſion 
ſome ſugoeſtions of Difft- 
dence and Infidelity , to 
conſider . . thoſe many 
ſtrange revolutions and 
changes in the world , 
which in outward appea- 
rance ſceme (a full of dif- | 
order and: wilde contin- 
gencics. And therefore it 
muſt needs be of ſpecial 
A 3 Cconle- 


Pſal. 73. 


Jer. 12, 


Eccleſ.9.2 


Cha, 5.15 


Ch. 4.1.1; 


To the Reiter. 


.quence for a man to ar 


his heart eſtabliſhed inth8* 

knowledge and belief of” 
this truth here inſiſted'up- 

ON. tl 

In all ages of the world 
men haye beene much 
ſtartledin their judgments 
by that unequal difpenfa- 
tion which ſcems to bein 
theſe outward things, 
That one event ſhould be to 
the righteous and the wick- 
ed. Nay, That a Fuſt man 


©. 8:14 ſhould periſh in his righte- 


ouſneſs , and the wicked 


neſs, That on the ſide of the 
Oppreſſor there ſhould be 


might, | aud the oppreſſed 


ſhould have none to. comfort 


them, This hath ſome- 
times 


| 


ſhould proſper in his wicked- | 


Wm — —y Nr Wn 


"= 


— 


To the Reader, 
times ſo amazed amd per- 


plexed the thoughts of 
conſidering men , that 


whillt they looked barely 


ypon events, they . could 
not.tcll how 'to extricate 
themſelves from theſe dif- 
ficulties ; which occafion- 
edthat ſpeech of Solomon, 

ly oppreſsion makes 4 
He man mad ; that 15,puts 
him to his wits cad, trag- 
fports him with wild ima- 


ginations,whilſt he knows 
- \not readily what: to an- 
{wer in defence of ſuch 


proceedings. 


* Butnow hethart ſhal (e- 
.rtouſly conſider how eye- 


ry thing is managed by an: 


,all-ſeeing-. Providence , 


whichis exaRty careful, 
A 4 and 


Prov. 25,2 


Eccleſ, 8. 
7.1 


To the Reader. 


and infinitclywiſe, ſuch  _| 
min will be cafily ſatisfied : 


that in' all theſe obſcure 
adminiſtrations , (whith 
feem unto us ſo full of ca- 
ſua), negligent, promiſcu- 
ous events) there is an ad- 
mirable, ( though un- 
fearchable)contrivance, 


* As for the particu 
figne which Providence 
"may aime at in ſome dif- 


penſations, this doth nor 


alwayes fall under our 


reach.1t is the glory of God 


'toconcedle a matter. And 


many, ofhis workes are ſo 
ordered;that though a man 


labour to ſeek them ont, yet 


he ſhall not find them. Yea 
further , Though 4 wiſe 


man think to knew them , 
Jes 


« OO IS Eo One 


- ee ee 


T o the R eader, 
yet 7 ay he not- be able to 
finde them. Andtherc- 
tore, where we cannot 
underſtand his wayes , 
it is there our duty , with 
an humble reverence to 
believe and. admire the 
wiſdome of them, h 

How would this, (if 
rightly conſidered” and 
applied ) filence all thoſe 
unſecrly murmuringsand 
complaints of menin theſe 
times? Remember,there is 


nothing befals us but what AQ. 428, + 


the counſel of God had be- 
fore determined to be done. 


'And he tan order things 


for the beſt, as well 
when they croſle our de- 
fires as when they comply 
with them, 

| And 


 TotheReader 
And<herefore when you 


Eccleſ. 58. ſee tht wiolent perverting 


of judgement and juſtice in 
a province, marvel not at 
the matter. T hat is, Be not 
tranſported with. wonder 
or impatience, or: unbe- 
liefe, as if the Providence 
of God were regardleſſe 
or negligent. For he that 
i higher then the higheſ 
regardeth, Though they 
that have the- higheſt 
power amongſt men may 
be ſo farre from remedy- 
#ng, that they rather ix- 
courage (uch diforders,yect 
God hath. a ſtri& watch- 
ful eye upon them. And 
though men may be apr 
ro ſecure themſelves in 
fuch proccedings, by the 
| Oreate 


ET —_—— ——————————— 
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To the Reader. 
greatneſs of theig owne 
ſtrength, as if thee were 
nothing above: them, yer 


there are higher then they, 
And there is a time, when 


God will judge both the Ch.3t17. 


No_ and the wicked. 

Ler us be careful of our 
own duty, to ſerve Provi- 
dence inthe uſual means, 
and* leave: the diſpoſakof 
eventsto him. It ſhould be 
every mans Chiefe buſineſs 
to clear 'up the' evidences 
of his patcicular'tirle and 
relation unto th great go- 
wvernour of the world, and 
this will be the fureſt 
meancsto ſetusabove the! 
fear' or hurt of - all ante? 
ward changes. 

We ſee with what AC 
; tice 


tifice andeomplyance men 
will ifinuate themſelves 
into the affection of thoſe 
who(accotding to ſeveral 
revolutions) are-advanced 
into the places of power. 
Ot how much greater ad- 
vantage would it be, to 
get an intereſt inhis favour 
who doth and ſhall al- 
wayes rule over the ſons 
of men, baviag all times at 
his diſpoſal, out of whoſe 
hands no. ſtrength or po- 
licy ſhall ever be able 


to wreſt the ſway and do- 


minion of things ? 


It cannot - bur afford- 


ſtrong conſolation unto 
every true beleever to con- 
fider,thart he who hath the 
chcif influence in all theſe 


ww Cl: great 


——_— _— OCCT- M_ — 


Y 
| 
| 


To the Reader 
great changes and variety 
of events in the d,is 
both his Godand hs Father, 
. How did this quiet the 
heart of old Elis 1 Sam. 
3.18, 1t s the Lord,let bim 
do what ſeemeth bim good. 
And David upon the ſame 
conſideration profeſſeth, 7 P!l-39:9 
was dumbe, and openedyot 
my mouth becauſe thou didſt 
#. And our blefled Savi- 
our himſelf makes uſe of 
this argument , The cup 
that my Father hath given 
we ; ſhall I not arink it * 


Though the portion be bit- 


Joh.18.1r 


ter and diſplcaſing, yet ſo 


long as it comes from a 
loving & :carcful Father 
we haveno reaſon to fear 
avy hurt by it, 
To: | And 


To the Readers 


- -Andon theother fide, 
muck mens unquietneſs 
and dejetion,is occafion- 


ed, cither by the want of | 


this evidence,or by the ne- 
gleit of applying it. When 
they terminate + their 
thoughts upon ſecondary 
inſtruments, Fearing men 


L. Ia 51.12, thak ſbal dy,and the ſons of 
| '3* menthat ſhall be mude' as - | 


afs* forgetting the Lord 
go as wh ſtretched 
ferth4lt hedtvens, aud laid: 
the fanndations of the earth. 
'Ehat'is' that which makes: 
men to fear contiuually,be+ 
canſe of the fury of the op-' 
preſſor. RncfhobY NM C 00! 
140w would'it compoſe! 
all theſfetears and' diſtem-" 
pers,if men would __ 
or 


Tothe radey 
bor aftef this aſſurance of 
their intereſt m Gwich 


the ſame zeal and Intenti- 
on .of minde wherewith 
they proſecute their parti- 
cular engagements and a+ 
nimoſities againſt onean- 
other; He that hath God 
for his ſtrength and refuge 
is always ſureto be on the 
ſtrongeſt fide, and need 
not fear the moſt tempe- 
Fruous mutations, Though 
the earth be rempued and 
the mountains ſhould be car- 
ried into the mitſt of the 
fea : Though the waters 
thereof -roar,and be troubled 
and the mountains [ſhake 
with the ſwelling therof. 

- "Thus much I thought 
fit to premiſe in the uw” 

1 


CI 


To the 
cern _ the 


rall ; 
'. and - ſcaſon- 
ablenefle of this Sub- 
xa, 

As for the particu- 
lar occaſion of publiſh- 
ing this Diſcourſe , 1 
have nothing. to ſay 
bur this; That being 
ſolicited for a Copy 
of ic by divers perſons | 
( and ſome of eminent 
quality ) before whom 
it , was occafionelly 
preached-, + I knew not 
any * more convenient 
way to - fatisfic their 
defires, then by ſuch a 
publick communication 
of it, | 

-I could ſpeak ſome- 
thing from by wn Cx- 
perience 


To the Reader. 
rience Concer the 
Cicacy of this Wir 
againſt thoſe damps 
and deje&tions of minde, 
unto which fuch times 
as theſe will expoſe a 
man. Ir is my hearty 
prayer, that it may be 
uſefull ro others alſoin this 
relpc, 
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BEAUTY 


OF 
PROVIDENE E: 
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Eccleh, 3.1 - ; 
Hy bath made every thing. 
beautiful in his time: pe. 
be hath ſet the World in their 
heart, yet. no man can find 
ext the work that God ma- 
keth from the beginning t0 
the end. 


His Book contains 
| [ Solomons experi- 
ence in his ſcarch 


for contentment ; which 


being not to. be found a- 
mongſt 


2 


'confirmes in the follow - 


The Beanty. 


mongMany of the crea- 
tures , the adviſes never 
to trouÞle. our ſelves ir 
an eager proſecution af- 
ter thtenn, but to enjoy our 
poſſeſſions with a chear- 
ful, liberal minde, with-. 
out perplexing our ſcl yes 
in ſuch cares and labours, 
as may* defraud us of 
thoſe honeſt comfores to- 
be had by them, For rhere 
& nothing better for 4 man 
then that he ſhould eat and 
drink,and make his ſoul ex- 


joy good in his labowr,ch.2. | 
V. 24: That is one of the. | 


Concluſions which Solomon 
infers from his 'former 
diſcourfe, and which- he 
further amplifies, - and 


ing 


of Providence. 
ing Parts of his Srmon. 
It being his chid'ſcope 
in-this book, to dire 
men how to- behave 
themſelves with - chear- 
fulneſſe and contentment 
nader' alt - thoſe wE* 
revolutions ; and that 
variety -of events which 
may befall them in the 
world. | 

This Chapter contains 
a - diſcourſe concernin 
Gods government an 
diſpoſall of times; and is 
therefore not unfitly ſti- 
led , the Calendar or E- 


phemerides 'of ſeaſons +: 


whence the Wiſeman 
-with divers arguments 
urges upon us. what he 
had before commended , 
a 


3 


The Beanty 
a cheerfull and contented 
minde.} | 
The text is one of theſe 
arguments; God hath 
made every thing beautifull 
in his time,z that is, There 
1s Gaiviſe oxder'' and con+ 
triFnce in all-rhe- works 
_ off Providence ; Every 
particular event is moſt 
ſcaſonable in thare 'time 
which God appoints 
And therefore we have 
no realon to repine at 
our condition, as if mat- 
ters did:;notgo well with 
us, tor 'tis impoſhble chey 
ſhould haye been better 
then they are; though 
they do croſſe- our prj- 
vate hopes and deſires, 
yet God beſt — 
the 


of Providence. 
the fitteſt order And ſea- 
ſon for all thingy, mak- 
ing them-beauuf llin his 
time. 

Alſo he hath ſet the world 
in their beart : By world 
hete is not meant this 
materiall world , but ſes 
culam., the fucceflionand 
courſe of things , aSthe'0- 
riginal word Z5y does 
properly import. This 
"God hath ſet in, ,or* ex- 
pounded unto mens hearts; 
that is, he hath endowed 
us with an ability todiſ- 
.cerne (in {ſome © meaſure 
that ſeaſonableneſs which 
he obſerves in the govern- 
ment of the world; 

Tet there i noman c41 
yor out the work- that God 


wakes 


MJ * 
av 


nal, 


The Beauty 
makes fhom the beginning to 
the nn 's,*ris above 
humane'ability tro com- 
prehend the reaſon of all 
divine proceedings , we 
cannot finde* them fully 
out from the beginning to 
the end, 


This very * » | 
ſuitable r,, Others conceive that 


the ocigi- the words may be more 


properly rendred thus:: 


As long 4s the world ſhall - 


laſt” God doth reveale unto 
mens hearts the work which 


he makes , from the begin= 


ning tothe end, exceptin 
only ſome things unto which 
man cannot attain. As if he 
ſhould have ſaid, In all 
apes of the world , there 
are {till: ſome paſſages of 


providence, wherein men | | 
may || 


If 


, 
it 


of Providence. 
may be: able ro-diſcern a 
beauty and comelifleſſe 
though there are ſomc 
other particulars which 
we cannat underſtand. 
Fhe ſcnfe of bath: Inter- 
ions being for the 
fubſtance much-alike.. - 
YL the —_— 
and - meaning. of; 
whole verſe: FThetext ac- 
cording to: irs naturall 


/fulnefſe doth comprize 


in it theſe three particut- 
lars. 


- IT. Every, thing: has: i its 
| Ume. 
2. Every thing ants 


time; beantfull, 

| | - 3» That: s me proper 
|| ſcafon forallthings which 
fl , Godappoints. 


B 1, Every 


_ .»'TheBeauty 

:'r, Every thing has its 
time. (o all things there is 
un appvinted ſeaſon, ver. 1; 
Nor only for ſuch nate» 
74 events, as bear in 
them a kind of neceſhty:;, 
46 atime to beborn, and 4 
time todie. ver.2, But alſo 
for-thoſe voluntary: aCti- 
ons that ſeem.to-be moſt 
alterableand contingent 
A time toweep, fand a time 
20 laugh, VCre 4s The wil- 
dome of Providence in 
the government of- this 


lower. world , hath dif- 


poſed to every thing its 


particular ſcaſon.. This | 


iS that which we call;, the 


fulneſs of time, the ripe- | 
 neſs.of ſeaſon, Prov.27.1. | 
the wiſe man ſayes ys "yy 
that | 


"—_— SQ BR*eAQ Ho = A «a ws © = wwe 


(i 


© of Providence. 
that"the lay bring? forth 
events; "Parithre eſt 'di-- 
es; alluding to akeem- 
| ing+ mother, 'to "whom 
there is;a fer dare' for her 
delivery. Sd doth time 
cravel with © the decrees 
of Providence , and for 
cach (everabaQion, there 
is 'a pregnancy ,' 2 fulneſs 
of xime.: wade 
' 2, Every thing in its 
time is beautiful,” even 
ſuch matters as it their 
own natures "are not 
without ſome deformity.” 
CA time to kill, ver. 3.1 
thme to mourn,v.d. A time 
of bate , atimeof warre , 
| ver-8.” The'ſcorching of - 
Sumimer,and the extreem 
| cold of Winter , though 
| B 2 both 


© 


The. Beauty, 

both in-themielyes: abke 
diſtuſtfull, -yer:are come- 
ly. is, theix fealgns,, and 
thoſe times would .oot. 
be ſo beautify} 7 qu 
them. Nor is.it tbe natu- 


' rall googdnefle_ of -any 


thing that cag: make 6+ 
comely out of its ptapet: 
ſealon. Thapj6d 6G: 
t5is in bodics, and Herr, 
mony ns ode, ds 
opportunity in Time;Now 
as, white andred , which. 
arc the uſual materials 
of. heavy, 2s thoſe. Pay-, 
ticular notes. '6Þ which, 
doth-confilt, may 
be ſo. diſpoſed- of,, a6. tg. 


_ WT} 


f 
\ 
t 
e 
| 
: 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


cauſe deformity, and aJ{r, | 
 £4;SoaRions, which.in 


themlelycy are good, Day 


K 


of Providence. 


4 , 
Conde. Te: 
08 


» That is ther 
pan for... all 
which Go4 appoints, W- 
thus. Every our 
event, Ely pri 
in that time which. jy 
Providence of God. hath 
allotted to it, -*Tis above 
the  contrivance of hu- 
o_ Policy to. bring 
about in their 
Rte oder. And there- 
fore *twere bur folly to 
conclude that things do 
not fall Gut well , unlefſe 
they anſwer our deſires ; 
for God beſt underſtands 


| the. firteſt ſeaſon for eve- 


purpoſe. And what- 
foever , orWhenſocver he 
B 3 works, 


The Bealy 
works," you may'be ſure, 
woof vealed nnd 
in irs Xime; | Evcn thoſe 
events, which do-moſt 
thwart our-Privare ends, 
(could all' circumſtances 
be duly.confidered) we 
ſhould finde/them ro be 
performed"jn''their moſt 
comely orderand beſtop- | 
portunity, - 4 rp 
As for the ewo firſt pars 
riculars, though they are 
tpys in the Text; yer 
are they more expreſly 
1 Handlkd- in the ' formet 
veries. And'therefore 1 
ſhall paſſe” them over; 
without any further” in” 
largement, infifting only 
upon this latter, as being 
more Uiretly- agrecable | 
to | 
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of Providence. 

to the maine ſcope of the 
words.. == 

\ And'tis a ſubject that 
in many reſpe&s will de- 
ſerve, your more eſpecial 
attentions *Tis not com- 
monly treated .of. And 
beſides, (it. may very 
much conduce,.to-+ our 
contentment, toſertle:our 
bearts, againſt all choſe 
conditions that may be- 
tal us. in the-world, 'Tis 
of very general \uſe and 
concernment ſuitable. to 
all times and occaſions. 
For times of ſuffering',,to 
make us. \ patient and 


\ubmiſsives For times. of 


mercy , to make us cheet- 
full. and thaokfull.. In 
brief, it extends to. all 
B 4 perſons 


"3 
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p:rſons, relations, buſt> 


The Beanty 


nefſcs , ſeaſons; gothing 
s mort generally uſcfu] 
then this, 29 have our 
hearts faily © perſwaded 
of that wiſe' order and 
contrivance which there 
's in the diſpoſall ef eve- 
ry particular event in the 
world. And 'as more © 
ſpecially ſcaſonable for 


tzmes of trou ble'and con» 


fuhion, when men areapt 
to'miſtruſt ' the govyern* 


mient of providence, as if | 


he did negle&the care of 
this lower world, and 
kave all things” to their 
own - jarring principles. 
Then (I ſay) *tis more 


_ eſpecially ſeaſonable, to 


viadicate the care and 


wil- 


| 


Y yas ge rs CT" Wwe jj” 


times , by how much'cis 


of. Bpopiaence. 5 
wiſdome. of-Providence, 
to ſhew thar every ching 
which God. dothyis beſt , 
and conſequently: , that 
theſe many. diſtractions 
and  confufions under 
which we ſuffer; -are farre 
better || then <any - other 
(zhough, the--moſt flou- 
})condiion :could 
_y And thar's the ſubje& 
I-ani now: toin(iſt upon. 
Thepoinr is] bs 

Every parteentar event 
is moſt  amifol in that PRO 
time mhich the Providence 
of 60d hath allotted to its. 

A truch-by ſo muckthe 
more ſeafonable for theſe 


now the. more diftculr to 
belceye it,{( ©} 
B 5 The 


The Brauty 


The, .obſcrvation., lies 
. plainly both.in the ſcope 
of the-place,and the moſt 
obvious. ſcnſe,.of the 
wo:ds. 1" 
roam The Scripture-is copi- 
ftimony OUS 1n..Other, proofs - to 
eine, this purpoſe, Dent. 324+ 
His work ts perfett, and his 
Wayes arejudement.. 4 God 
of truth , and without int- 
guity,j uſt and right. Not 
only bis firſt: work of ere- 
ation is exactly good and 
perfect; but. his: wayes of 
Providence alfo are dif- 
poſed with judgment and 
righteouſneſs, 
So again,I1ſ4.28.29.The 
| $o:Jer.z 2. Lord of hoſts is wonderful 
19, in cotaſel, and excellent in 
working z at is, every c- 
| 52 vent 
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of "Propidence. 
yent of -Providence , is 
managed and pre-ordain- 
ed by ar admirddle wiſ- 
dome, and therefore mnſt 
needs be of excellent con- 
frivance. 
 Andagain, Day. 2.20, 


' 21.Wiſdome and might are 


his, he changeth the times 
& the ſeaſons,heremoverh 
Kings, ahd he ſerteth wy 
Kings : Thoſe two attri- 


17 


butes of ſtrength and wiſe 19 36. 5 


dome are for the moſt 
part put together in Scri- 
pture z God never ſhews 
any argument' of -his” 
ftrength,buthis wiſdome is 
indaced] in it alſo. 'Thoſe 
greatalterations and ſub-' 
verſions, which happen' 
in the world-, do not 
more 


36 The Branty 


The, .obſcrvation., lies 
. plainly both.in the ſcope 
of the-place,and the moſt 
obvious: .. ſenſe. .of the 

wo:ds. = 
Par yarn The Scripture-is copi- 
ſtimony OUS 1n..Other, proofs - to 
eivine. this purpoſe, Deus. 324+ 
His work & perfett, and his 
Wayes arejudement., 4 God 
of truth , and without int- 
guity,jnſt and right. Not 
only his firſt: work of ere» 
ation is exactly good and 
perfect; but his: wayes of 
Providence alfo are dif- 
poſed with judgment and 

righteouſneſs. 

| So again,1ſ4.28.29.The 
| Sojer.za. £07 of hoſts 'is wonderful 
19, in coltaſel, and excellent in 
| working ; wat is, eyery ec- 
| beg vent 


of 'Propidence. 
yent of -Providence , is 
managed and pre-ordain- 
ed by arr admirddle wil- 
dome, and therefore mnſt 
needs be of excellent con- 
trivance. 
"Andagain, ' Day. 2.20, 
' 21 WWiſdome and might ave 
his, he changith the times 
& the ſeaſons he rempvyrth 
Kines', ahd he ſeteth #p 
Kirigs : Thoſe two pe. 


butes of ſtrength and wiſe 1936. 5- 


dome are for the moſt 
part put rogether in Scri- 
pture God never ſhews 
any argument/ of -his” 
ftrength,buthis wiſdome is. 
ingaged in it alſo. 'Thoſe 
greatalterations nd ſub-' 
verſions*, which  happen' 
in the world-, do not 
more 


TheBeauty 
more - demonſtrate the 
greatneſs of his powey in 
the doing of them , then 
the greatneſs of his wiſ- 
dome,in diſpoſing of them 
forthe beſt,” 

Andagain. Pſat. 104. 
24-+'0 Lord, how manifold 
are thy works | in wiſdome 
haft thou made them all,the 
earth is full of thy riches, 
Which 15 as well true of 
the works of Providence, 
as of the works of crea- 
1102, | 

Bar this truth is more 
d rely intimated by 
that viſion of Zzekzel, in 
the firſt Chapter of his 
Rropiecis , . wherein he 
doth cxpreſs how- all e- 
vents in the: wasld- are 
wiſcly 


of Providence. 
wiſely diſpoſed..of., by 
the care _ gry x a 
ot Providence. The ic 

of- that. 'viſgon ops 
confirm the: faith of the 
Prophet in the certainty 


of thoſe.things which he 
was to: foretel ; -becauſc 


God himſelt | by whom 


he was inſpircd, had ſuch 
a ſpecial influence inthe - 


orderly managing of all 

inferior events, 
Though-matters might 

ſeem 10 7un upon wheels (as 


we fay) to follow their 


own. courſes , without 
any ſpecial. guidance , to 
goat random, yet theſe 
wheels hve eyes in them,v. 
18, that igg there is the 
cyc of  Provideace which 
directs 
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2 Chr. 16. directs them” in” their res 


Prov.15 3 


volutions And then be- 
fides,,"utheſe+ wheels are 


Ver, 10, lent governd by the 


four living creatures, that 
s, by the Angels of God, 
who arc fitted for all their 
ſetvices ,\ with foure re- 
markable engowments. '/, 
- 1, With -wiſdom and 
prudence, ty pified in that! | 
viſion, by the face of # | © 
man. 
'2, Courage'and reſo- 
Jation, theface of a Loy. 
3, Sedutlitie, and dili- 
gence, the face of an Ox. 
4. Swittnefle and di(- 
patch,the face of an Eagle. 
Inall which: the: Pro-: 
pher doth atghrge | ex- 
plain urſto us, with what 
delibe- | 


of Providence. 21 
& | deliberate-care-and fore- 

-/ | caſt, - the providence of 

re | God doth diſpoſe, of all 

+ | theſe inferior events. 1 

rt | + This-truth- may yet be yumanc 
f, | farther evidenced" from t«timony, 
r | the very light of Nature, 

- | and the. teſtimony- of: the 

| Heathen, Hence: was- it 

{' | - thatthe Ancients did ct 

C | forth their gods - with 

s | | Harps in their hands, to 

ſhew the harmony they 
obſerved inthe. govern- 

ment of the world. And ,,,_ 
Midas was condemned Sap. vir. 
| towear Afﬀes cares, be- 

cauſe he preferred Pans 

Pipe before Appolbos Lutes 
Humane poliey bcfore di-- 

vine providence. 

Nay, the divcl himſelf 

| doth 


The Beanty 
doth _ acknowledg - tho 
wiſdom and Gabrable, 
neſſe of Divine procced- 
ings,and. therefore would 
fain_ have .ſheltred bim- 
| felk. undes this. preterice y 
HMat.8.29.Art thou come 
ts torment us before our 
time 2. Implying that it 
would . nat. become - the 
God of ardcr, to: do-any 
thing untimely. | And 
dovbtleſs that muſt needs. 
be an cyiderit and a great. 
th, whichis contcſt by 
the .mobtth of fo great a 
har. 

' For the further con+ 
firmation- of this, let us 
Sd _— coniglbe one - 
thoſe rugge ages 
Ga rr ſeem 
ro 


Po 
Ls 
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of Providente. 23 
to. be performed with the 
greateſt negligence and 


deformity. 
Look upon Hefittory Ex:mples 


of Poſer þ he was (you 
ob = 
ee : 
_ God had _ 
told, a | ſuperiority a 
dominion over hy reſt 


of bis family. Now, that 
aſter this ;| he ' ſhould be 
ae tothe treachery 


"malicious bre» 
rolls That beſides his 
nearndſe to _ flaughter 
from their hands, he 
fhould be ſold into fac 
Country, whence there 
was no hopes' eyer to 
hear of him again 3 That 
there he ſhould be 
endan- 


The'Beailty 
endangered: by the rage 
of 4 luſtful” woman, and 
ſufferuſp-tedious and un- 
juſt an#npriſonment , all 
this might: feem to be an 
overſight and negle& of 
Providence, as if it had 
forgotten» rhe promoti- 
on" which Foſeph was de- 
figned to. And yet do but 
. reflect upon the latter 
_ partof the ſtory, and you 
fhall finde > how atlttheſe 
misfortuncs did - mighti- 
ly conduce ,” not ms. tg 
his advancement, bur all 
ro the:ſafery- and /pre- 
feryation of- that whole 
family-;»which was then 
the viſible Church. So 
that if: each of ' his: bre- 
thren* had given him-as 
Tt much 
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of Providente. 
much money asthey ſold 
him for, "it. "had not 
been fo great'g/ 
as he Teceived 1 
intended crueltic.”'” - 
= is an clegant- gloftc 
St, Gregory upon F this 
ſtory,” Divine judiciequod 
declinare conati ſunt , nent- 
tends ſervicyunt : Ideoven- 
dirs eſt a fratribus Joſeph 
xe adprart is, fed ideo eff 
ador ature quia vinditus;; Je 
wasS.{o: ordered: by Pro- 
vidence, that what they 


| ſought ito decline, 'they 


did; promote .,} even. 'by 
their ſtriving. againit /it; 4 
1ſeph' was therefore ſold 
is brethren , thathe 

he nothe worſhiped 5 
uy yr he was therefore 
worſhip- 


25 


a their 


aelizedy dortiſe te” 
was ſoId)Sicd: yn cou” 


David. 


( Linger: "H 

ny iraity * Was he por x 

- to befbithe attained it © 
being” Forecd into the” 
wilderrieflt” like” a wan« 
drinig our-tafy ;, and fol- 
lowtd'there by 7 Eompa- 

y of diſcoritented © pet- 


ſons 


as I $t a 49S « & A ww 8A A et a mw  qzq a ww ac ww .qvaaHa = mk 


ſons, ſas, who:m in indy 


vial. {dy poſſes - 


from him,as beiore-from 


g 
children too, when his 
owne- Souldicrs -in- their 
mutiny / and' diſcontent 
were ready-.40 ſtone- him g 
thetd being then: but -lit- 


;| thehopes to. ſave his ot] 


much:lefſe to 
dome: And:yor 


this dts 
ſtreſſe alſo. was im-the 6- 


| xemof it.contrived'to-his 


advantage. Bor having af- 


tawardspurlugdthe Amer 
lekites, 


7onah. 


. The Beauty 
lekites, - he not only recos 
vered hisown, but got al- 
foſ undance-of o0< 
ther dr from them, as 
ſerycd -him-for. rich pre 
ſcats, whereby he might! 
renew.and-. confirme: the! 
friendſhip of his wel-wiſh4 
ers in-I{rae}, thatafter the: 
deathof Seu (whichpress 
ſcntly tollowed)he ah 
by "their free "votes be 
choſe: to ſucceed him yi 
1 $41.30. & ch.31. 

. You may obſerve likes! 
wiſe rr ro wo 

rpoſe --in the ſtory: 
Lon ah; when he was ſent; 
to. - Nineveh  abbut ſo) 
weighty: a matter. as the 
ſafery- of that great: po- 


m—_ City, ' and chat 
r00 


| 
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of Providence. 


to00; when their deſtrudti- 
on was Within ken, but + 


forty daycs: off ,; that he 
ſhould now. m yes 
and flye r0/Tarſhiſb,': that 
ſhould runne himſclf into 
hazards, might ſceme to 
argue: ſome: careteſnefle 

neglect: ini: the \Ga+ 
vernment of -Pravidence. 
And yer: this crror of his 
was ſo wiſely managed 
in the event, : that it pro- 
veda great advantage to 
the main end - of his: buſt- 
neſſe. For 'tis:a- proba- 
ble-opinion that theſe ma-. 
_ -whacaſt 47 rare 
tothe Seaz, werea ſpecial 
occafion- that: his preach- 
ing was: ſo-- ſucceſleful 

| aftcr- 
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of Providauce. 31 
; read. of, both for man | 
mndbeatt.. ;It =_ 
wildome: of pr 
ſro contrive it, 
offence of Sen. ould ; 
hiily advantage .that 
et ie 
ir & 
- 5@« Mkewiſc: "_ 
diffeation - betwixt Pav/ | vt 
Mid Barpab as; As 1554-it 

might ſcexathemoſt unſca-" 
noble breachgba could 


; | peflibly 


as 
om 
aft 
we 


imagined , 

when ig Fry, ofthe 
| Chriſtians was = -= 
'its// beginnings -and 
fancy, that then het _ 
chief, "members of it 
(hould-fall -at yariance a-: 
mongſt-themſclves ; was 
ineh- an untimely diffce- 


Mar _—_ MHazd ao aſt 


"The Beat» 
fron thatan enemy could: 
not wiſh tho worfeNo-- 
© tore thwart 
the pro ri6h of rhe” 
Goſpel of Beace,thenrhe 
contentidis of xHoſethuy: 
preath-ik :1 fv Stat 
which:  eft4diz 
ſhed into 4 KiyFdwmnt, di- 


phone 


ſtand; wats” 
chole ' Teal}! HIS 
think | 10 \FgTrs A0G-I 
Chinch by divvfions. * 
- *Andi yer rhis- UHkewiſ 
was Wdlſpofect oP lnth 
event, tha ir uid migh 

ly cTondure 'to- wht pri 
doo of theGoſpel 
rowthe whole worlds ft 
i bomgee the thoſe Two 
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of Providence. 33 
ingo,Gyprus, the'gther inp Vor29-40 
1065145. a0d ky wel aj 

like wo miÞ hty 
Iprcad themſeli aver 


Ways >. hat 40), zhey 


«ſome eu gel palegerot | 
its. TaGnG 


| m—_—_— chop = 


unio;.45\ never fode- 


find out 1hexveuk of God 
from the beginaing ——_ 
pic 


\For de funker on Gene 
Jcvding- OJ: Warn, 
there:;:2uc. ewe grounds 
» ane on us. ——_ 


The Beduty 


ed, thatbeihg rightly un- 
JeNood'and'ronkid 


| ered, 
will -mþke' 48 point very 


gleworFHHIHG ey 
(2124 mmm Erſr 
' fall'bf 'ievery thing 3%! ©! 
.--.2, He is infinitely wilc 


There' is no event-in the 
world- bur it- is ordered 
both according to Gods 
will'and by his counſel, 

_ Pſa.135.6-Whaſoever the 
 ...! ( Lord pleaſed, / that did. be 
both is heaven, and in earth 
andintheSes, and inal 

| SS 0 Om 
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of Providtice. 25 
: laces.../Not: only in 
ro Farmonyi rey 9lo- 

145 fore efpectalliy:con- 
Ghenoms, T5 rih- 
wo, where mateers ſeem 
to be full of confuſion. 
And inthe Sex 5 and in all 
deep places,ohere: we Can-- 
not {o much as take no- 
ticeof-rhem:; There is no- 
thing fo great but is un- 
der his Power, nothing {o 
hitle bars iv within his. 
care,” Thoſe ations and. 
events/thar ſeem unto us- 
moſt free,caſualinconſide- 
rable, are all of:them or-. 
dered byhis Providence. 

1, That which: is m0 
free, the hearts and affe- 
Qions of men. dofollow 
the guidance of his ce- 
C 3 crees z 


26 


"The Brunty 
—_y men may do after 
their -own counfels and: 


inc buc they are | 
Fes oy to: his provi 
dence z, there is nothing: 


more itt oaxr command, 
then one. thoughts and 
words, and yer both te 


preparations of the hrart Gr 


the anſwer of the tamgues 


from the Lord, Prov. rb. 7 


2. That which fcems 
ryie troy 5c 


x6.33. He who is acc 
dentally flain by another, 
is ſaid to' be delivered 
into bir bands by Gi Exo. 
2t.13:-*Thar caſual ar- 
row ſhot at randome was 
direted by-- providence 


to fulfil the” prediftion of 
Ahabs 


AS. > 4. .7q.4. 6 a4 


of\Broviduice. 

Abahs death;1 Kim. 227 34. 
There &\:ng' libeaty * for 
cauſes to ypreate-: in''2 
looſe and ſtragling way, 
buris'matters: of greateſt 
uncenamty. there” is; 2 


preordained- cance :ii0 


cas, . 0 . 


"7 J* "The leaſt moſt incon- 


- -prop 
fpeech of the Aramites , *Litechac 


of thePorte: 


That. Gad was the God of 


loweſt , the leaff thing 25 
well as the greatefs. The 
Jjowg Liens, Plat. 104.21. 
The Ravens, Pal.147 9. 
are provided 


thi mayntains , wot of the gud ps 
-valeys, 2 King, 20. 23, 
whereas : he: AF ihin the 7 


bus : aicſſe 


forby him. - 
C4 He 
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He feeds the fowls of the 
__ d —— w- a 
clothes "the "graſſe of thi 
field, whith te #,4ndt0 
morrow i eaſt into the oven 
SparrowsTyon know) are 
but c bind .everal 
two of them ſold for # far- 
thine: Mato. 29. And yet 
wot one of theſe do fall to the 
* ground without your father. 
He muſtgive the: 
leave tokill rhem 3 nay, 
when they are upon the 
wing in their frequent 
and often repeated mo» 
rions, yet then it is he 
that muſt - appoint them 


the time and place when 


and: where: they ſhall 
ſettle z and ,in"this ſenſe 
alſo ,-ror' one of them _ 
fa 


— a KS as 4 - _— cc .-]O]u A Pray —_ 
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of Providence: 


fall to the ground without 


your father... The hains.of 
your head are yet leſs ob. 


ſervable , contemptible 


even to. a Proverb, Pil4 
nonfacio, Nepilo quidem 
melins.' And yet, thele 


wich God, are iter nume- 


Tata > amongft: thoſe 
yp whereof he takes 4g 
2Ccount.. ,. - 
har place, -1.Cor 9-9 
Dath Grdrake care for gg 
en'! doth not rate of 

empt ſuch things kcom rhe; 


lawofhis providente; bur 


tis. 47 «minors , 
and doth. imply his more: 
eſpecial : care. .of.' that 
higher rank: of creatures. 


to whom theſe are ſubor- 
_ The:platn.mean- 


C5 ing 


- 


The Beauty 
a—__ it is,T har if God 
bath by a particular law 
vided that the. Ox 
d not. be muzled 
which - treads -out the 
corn, he will be muck 
more careful of the la+ 
bourers.in his Harvcſt. 
*Tis recorded ta the 
glory of ſome Ancient 
Generals, that they were 
ablc-to: call cvery comme | 
fonkdicr by his own 
BMC ,. and _—_ "tS 
provide., . not onely :: 
tor-'thear | Coptaind:han 
litter alfoitorthe mgancit: 
beaſt thar did-' ſerve the 
Camp. Now you know 
there 5 not-any createre 
but (is a-fouldier to the: 
Lozd of hoſts, -he doth. 


jome- 


—_ ww oo owe *” 


7 of. lice and; fljcs 
and chereforefcis bur. rea» 
foa that his pooyilency 
haul; je acc for-fugh 
pen alſo, :Why (hould 
4-nat b&as greatan argu- 
ment.'of- his yower- tg 
elerve and. arder.. theſe 
| CLeanapes,/-a5 it was 
Garlbgg wncke theme The 


# anno 2 glorious 
Hngel,. did nat coſt him. 


more, then thatof a de- 
Mc ie fiye, Was it not 
LOut wt the: ſame: 
peimitiva -nothing \ pur 
that ' difference. g > ck 
there is wough ſeveral 
natures x, Angl if the pain- 
W in 4he zme picce 
draw a {ilkea and a 
[18 
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Ten argument; why ſhould 
he value the! one above 


© theother, finceir was the 


fame -art that: did both: 
make Th 2nd diſtinguiſh 
theme 7rd tals 


. Reef. 2. 3 \As ' bis providence 


dothexread to all'things; 

ſo Ttkewife dots bir wife 
dome. '' As heis exactly” 
caretut; fo ishe infinitely 
wiſe;and therefor ag ihle' 


for" the contrivance'{ of” 
every the leaſt partieulat 
thing, as he would be, if" 


he' had; nothing bur that 
to Took after. If the/pro- 
vidence of God had but 


one projet# on foot, we 


could eaſily © conceive 
how he might be able'to 
drive that through = 
the 


oy WW ek an on fwd en a a co cc .T —_—_ 


© no Yz 0 
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of Providence. 
the windings and - cit» 
cumſtances of 'it ,, with 
care and wifdome. Nay, 
we would truſt any wiſe 
man with - che managing 
of « ſingle buſineſs, when he 


had nothing "elſe to di- 


Brat his endeavours * 
Bue for all-thaſe multi- 
wde'of - affairs 'amongt 
menand Angels, nay, for 
the very rireamfbantes and 
manner of all thoſe ſeve- 
ral- aRions: and motions 
which ' are performed” in 
every moment” of time; 
through rhe©- whole 
world, we'cannot con- 
ceive bat that -in'ſuch.a 
tumult of bufineſs , the 


ee of Providence may 


be ſometimes ovyer-ſcen- 
F Bur 


44 
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But this arj(cs-froga gu 
miſtake of thc Diyyinc nas 
ture»: We meafure God by 
QUT, 27a þ; iie abilities P 
whereas . ws {hould COfy 
fider « 3hat. that which is 
infinite cannot, be'confla 
ned by time, or number 
or places, but is as w 
able at.all rimes., 19 logk 
roall. zhings,ia all places 
as. if. there cre oply.ogh 
bufinely ta be cazcd. fas 
Yaumay ec ſome imper« 
fect WreE of this 
£6aturess 

HR cogſider the San; 
how . that .-at: the ſam 
time ,' without labour or 


confufiogit is imployed in| 


divers ſervices for all the 


creatures under: heaveny | 


The 


— 
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of Providence. 
The diſtinctions of ſea- 
ſons, the gromitiof ſever 
rall plants, its yariqus.in- 
wgtle roche gr. 
cheri of livio 
creatures , with _—_ 
other ſuch yariety of-im- 
ployments,, which weare 
not able ſo. much as to 
take:natice of. Or clic;do, 
but mark- the. nature. of 
the; Soul, which at the. 


| ſame wine perhaps doth 
contemplate RR direct 


the-bedy 1065 ſundry 
motives ., difribwe. \nhe, 
feedina wiſe; proportian. 
te the ſeveral. parts, 
not negle&ing ſo much as 


the leaſt hair abour it, 


but ſupplying that with 


The Beauty 


all -chis it does without: 
wearineſſe or diſtraRion., 
And if a cteature can do 
thus ;ttiuch morerhen che. 
Creator ,* who -gives to; 


every, thing "its proper a=, 
bility ,, and doth aQtuate; 
all thing $, by a'more im-' 
mediate * aſfiſtance then] 
the Soul it-{c1F. ©" So'that” 
choogh we' ſi Uppoſe #fi- 
mit Grains, (which'noe" 


6 withſtardinyg "; creatures" 
0 


are not capable! of ) yer 
the providence and wiſe 
dome 'of God is infinite 
alſo; and thert is thefame: 
profofion-of infinite 


© em 3 -a56f one to 


"Now _ bork theſe! 
-Revſobs ropether, if the - 
s provideaces 


An» — = = Wh ro coo ©-* .... 
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of Providence. 47 
Providence of God be 
thus 'exaHFly careful of e- 

the leaſt paricular:If 
he be thus infinitely wiſe 
for the difpofal of ul to 
the ; abi 5 wohder then; 

wi every event jnthe 
world be bath: beautiful, 
and in its tittie.. © - 

For the further clear- Viadicnt- 

ng of ;this'truth,, there" oo tom 
ary two Joubts'6r- queries" Toba and 


tobereſolved, 'tharſcens «OO 


wo. YPP poſe it. 
What's the reaſon 
nhy is Beauty of Pro- 
vidence doth not appear 


| to us , bur that many 


things ſeem ſo full of drf- 
order and confuſton in the 
world 2 

a. How may this con- - 
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6 with che pormiſfian oh 
= «\wbich <a) 
hog 


Galonablay- 
I'begin with uhe- gry 
" = —_ 
in {a : many - thyn 
cannot didcdr th kth 
ty of Providence. : Tha 
verſe of ehe-texe tells: 


That: met conn. 
thi work: of Get 


is, tis above humane cap# 
city eo comprehend the 

zeafon of all divine ped 
ecedings, we cannot 
ther fully ont , from the 
beginning- to the endl 
Le p50 
great things p4 1g On 
Leh cetely 10,04 # [ſ 


thee o _ 


— 
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of Providence. 
biz wet 3 He paſſeth en alſo 
but 1 perceive him as, And 
: Chap. 23,, 19 Be» 
Pot gofarward, but be i 
not there; and backmard but 
440% perceive him > on 
left hand where he doth 
ne Wont: 17 
| Oaeths bamjelt,c on 
theright hand phe Le 


right L£4anue 
him. . F 
[wer 
me padl; 


 apprebend the meaningof. 
God "oth reſerved thisas 
+pecultar precoganve to 
belt, It : ot wc ta 
knew the times and the (e «- 
ſars,mbich ibe Father bath 
put inhicomn power, AQ 17 
There 


ET = 
© here may be a two* 
ford reafort of this. © ® 
4, The obſcirity of the: 
things themſelves. There: 
are ireafuret of wiſdone\ 
Col. 2. 3. Noconly fot 
their precionſneſs, but fot 
their privateneſs too. Hid® 
Hty wiſdome\, 2 Cor.1:% 
ſecrets wiſdom, And theſe 
are double to that which 
{1s Zophar focal "fo 


$16.” That is,choſe ron | 


cealed providences,wh 
we do not diſcern tf 
reaſon of; are of much 
yer proportion then 
thoſe that appear. We 
read in "that fore-cited 
place, EXek.1. 16. of # 
wheel within a wheel fign 
fying thoſe —_ 
| | an 


— 
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j 
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of Providence. 

and; intricacies .. which 
there arc in the waycs 
"Providence: +1. And the 
Pfalmiſt tels us , that his 
way. 45 in. the Sea, and bi 
paths in. the for waters s 


and bis. footſteps are not 
brown; Plal. 77.19, 

As it is in the works of 
Natere,, where. there.are 
:many common tht 


| excellent beaury,, which 
for. their littleneſs do not 


fall under our ſenſe , they 
that | liave:,cxperimented 
the uſe of Microſcopes, can 
tell, how-in the 'parts of 
the. moſt minute crea» 
tures ; there may bediſ- 
cerned. ſach [gildings and 


embroideries , and- ſuch 


Curious - variety , as . and» 
ther 


therwould fcarcebelieve: 


Why, *tisdo m he works 
rod there ate 


vontivance'\doth nota 


-23/Ohc/oun ignorands 
ind fibre” Gigtned 


imdybar'ih arwotold{re: 
"Get: wy $77 


2, = 06, i 3 it 029 70h PS 3-32.55 4 


tity '{cetm- unjeo 'us -xu0 
and tmcomsl yy Wome 
fare (things Þy Xtiis- TK 
biluneoe of ophwlen, 


$ i ET! 
', 
o 


» 


weighs|- * 


- 


- 


MF and ny : Mong oiit- 
ifforr rhbir” oo Aejerny rtlh- 


Oe Nowthe beaury of 
th aver, mich 


hr —_ wo 
24f* made: 
War 


- 
. 


Y 
k 
c 
i| 
'f 
þ| 
: 
: 
i 


| wb 
| ke Eo Fir Waves: 
| Wiereas "be; Yhar utiffer- 
fmds how the wiſdotte 

ate Aierbck bk. 

'tith- 


+5 Menceds 


confeſle 


conſe, A | beany, and 


the. work: 
Ti is (0. blew = thes- 
vents, of - providence, 
which , rightly 
appri 
under 


concur, ta... make up &£ 
cor gpn wks, 


ag or ;t Hin, Wen wheels, ins 
Clock , how they move 
one againſt angther, 
you e. Preſently. tins 
here were contrgr 
and ad cf in the work, 
* Whereas 


© 29 oa = eas 


In” = v 
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of Providence. 


whereas: fie: that þcholds 
the whole frame:,5 and diſs: 
cerns. how aj] thoſe -di- 
vers motions .do yay þ 4 
condute'to. the Ao age | 
cannot. chooſe-:But' ace 
knowledge a- wiſe order 
in-the contrivance-of it; 


' So likewiſe is it {in the 


Of #4 ke 
you res her he 


ticylarxs ; who under-: 
Hs how they refer to 
gengfgls, Bur now: we 
we 30 flerday. of know 
- ear ht hue ads yes: 
tltiape -4114 
oh lg ):iFpb: 3, -' 
Weiook wpon tin $$ 8aCr; 
cording 9-tv: ſh9thifipeeſco 


fie, agd:i{q; arenbr able! 


4  diſcers that - beaiy* 
D which 
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which. there is'in their re- 
_—_ to ether matters 

. Butnowfo God's ; 

Plal.go. 4. x 2 ears is but as ond 
FESSY ay He bebokds all things 
her paſt or to come 

inthe Cons inflentjTheres 

i5 nO ſucceſsion in eternity,” 

bur all things within the 
reach of time, arc prefet 

unto that. Though i in the | 
revolution of a wheel, 

there be a mumall ſuc- 

celion betwixt- the patty 
contained 4» 58, yet art cyt | 

that is placed witbews cal 

2 the ſame time diſcet 

_ the whoſe motion. - This 

alſo is is in the revolatl- 
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of Providence. 
things thar- arc conrain- 
ed wnder time, yet God, 
who is without and above 
#, doth atthe ſame view 
behold allrogether, So 
= = no ___ g 
taough many _ t 
hoe be zurifull to bs, 
which 10 'us -who are fo 
ſhorr-fighted+, may ap- 
pezre rſh and deformed. 
2, The a 4- Dnarie was 
this : If there. be ſuch an 
over. rulings Providence 
"which doth diſpoſe of all 
withebeſt, how comes ie 
ts paſſe that there are ſo 
many fiafull actions in 
the world - 


'- To this aniwer two 


t. Whes men thuart 
: D 2 Gods 
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_ thoſe works wherein they 
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Gods will of Precept, thiy 
ſerve his will of powidence, 
Thoſe particular intereſts 
of gain, honour,pleaſure, 
revenge ,, "Which ſway 
mens deſires and actions, 
are wiſely contfived to 
the promoting of Gods 
decrees and glory . When 
Aveuſtas raade (the gene 
ral tax upon”the world; 
His ' end was to! inrich 
himſelf , and fill his cob 
fcrs.” But God uſed iras? 
means to fulfil rhe pro- 
phecic of 'Chriſts birth at 
Bethlehem, Reheboams;and 
Fehbsu, and Cyras, hadall 
their ſeveral * woes 


were ſabſervient to” Pros 
widerice; And theyidid ſtil 
D «accompliſh 


Jr 
— 


Fe 
Sos 
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of Providence. 


accompliſh his counſel in 
ptoſecuting their own de-» 
hgns. 

2. That which inreſpe# 
of mans execution is wicked 
and diſorderly in re vas of 
Gods appointment is beauti- 
ful &r:omely. There could 
not be any more horrid 
at, then the Betraying 
and' crucifying of our 
bleſſed Saviour:z and yet 
even in this,” as it was de- 
creed by the determinate 
comnſel and fore-knawleds 
of God, Adt.2.23,there: was 
he greateſt miracle of di- 
vine wiſdome that ' ever 
was extended to the crea- 
ture. Such depths of po- 
licy ,;which all the fubcil- 
ty of mien or Angels, was 

D 3 not 
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notable to. comrive, no | 
nor tO fuſpe 7,” arwuareiziny; [ 
pets the pole calls 
K, Epi.3.10. Interchange 
able wiſdem of exrices 5 
riety,as the word figns 


— 


plicaies, wany be | 

uſcful OI 
1. Vſe 1. For Information, and | 
For iafor- that in hicoy reſpe. | - 
mips 1, It mayteachuwar} 
duty to take 'notice of , 


and] 


A. 


| which we arefallen. 


ELSE SESSSSR_EASES 


i 


of Providence. 


| and obſervethe works of 
 provideace, 


\.2- It may dire& us 
what to judge of the af- 
fairs of theic cimes under 


4. If all the cvents of 
Provideace be ſo wiſely 
contrived, *cis certainly 
then our duty to confider 
and to. take notice of 
them? 2/d. 121.2. The 
woke ftbeLord are great, 
fougin ont of all tham that 
heve pleaſure therein, And 


© again, /.4.He hath ſo done 


buy marvellous works, that 
they ought to be bad in re- 
merbr ance. Now 2 man 


cannot be faid to ſcek out 


orto remember that which 
be doch not carefully ob- 
i D + {crves 


Val-6 5.4 


| gracious? &c. 


The Beauty 
ſerve..' Tis the chief ſcope 
of that Pſalm to excite 
men unto this'duty. And 
David makes it a_nore of 


piety for men to-delight- 
. themſelves in- the cor 


tremplation ' of - Gods 
works, t0.remember him jn 
his wayes , as the Prophet 
Iſaiah ſpeaks.) This 4ſapb 
found 'by experience-t0 
bea ſpecial 


carnal fears, In the 57. 


Pſalm,when he was ſurpri- 
.zed- with 


thoſe fad 
choughts , Wl * the Lord 
caſt us off for ever, and will 
he be no more intreated ! 
Hath God forgotten to bt 

he prefently 
applyes himſelf to this re- 
| medy, 


ntidore & | 
gainſt all diffidence amd 


Ut . J— 


A Re 7Fﬀx 2 a. 
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 medy,v.11.12, 1will re- 


member the works of the 
Lord: ſurely,T wil remember 
thy wonders of old © 1 will 


mediate alſo of thy works , 


and talk of thy doings. 
"If a man'were but well 
read in.the ſtory and ya- 
rious paſſages of his life, 
he might be.able ro make 
28 experimental Divini- 
ty of his own. He thar is 
obſcrvant of; Gods for- 
mer dealings andUiſpenſa- 
tions towards him', may 
be-"thence furniſhed wit 
arich treaſury of expert- 
ence "againſt all future. 
conditions. 
There are very many 


| - dutics. that depend upon 


a right underſtanding of 
; D 5 the. 
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the times. A man knows | 
not n_ wane his goo] | 
vices of prayer nd proſe 
"hon (oe obleryarth 
and *kill' im" theſe.” It 
Was a great commendi- 
tion which was givea'to |. 
the men of 1ſſachar , that 
they bad nnderſtanding in 
the times to know whatlitt- 
el wg ht to do; Chro7Hh, 
32. And the ignorancedf 
theſe t fe man com 
plains" of, as being avay 
great evil, Eceleſ.g: 12.FW 
man knoweth not his tian 
but as fiſhes are taken in in 
evill net , and 4s birds at 
caught in the ſnare, ſ0 a0 
the ſons of men ſnarediv 
an eviltime, when it fall 
feddenly wpon them. 
: Nov 


" 
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- of Providence. 


Now this obſervance of 


Gods works and diſpen- 
{ations, is a duty alwaycs 
(caſonable, but more eſ- 
pecially lin (uch times as 
theſe. "Tis commonly ob- 


(ſerved , that though 


\mooth and ' peaccable 
times are beſt forthe {- 
ver, the man that lives in 
them , yet times that arc 
fall of change and viciſ- 
rude are belt for che wri- 
ter, the Hiſtorian. thar 


- writes of them; ſathough 


quiet ſeaſons may beſt 
ſuire with our deſires and 
outward - condition, yer 
theſe diſturbed, confuſed 


times , May be beſt im- 


proved by obſcrvation , 
and do. moſt ſer forth the, 


wiſdom 


<S- 
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wiſdome of Providence; 

The common provi- 
dence of God inthe va- 
rious ſeaſons - ang order: 
of nature, may afford ex-+ 


cellent matter for con- 
templation , much more 


that ſpecial providence of 


his inthe» guidance of hu- 
mane affairs , © which have 
been alwayes - maniged' 
with various wiſdome. 


' Bur eſpecially in his-!: 
diſpenſatiuns «towards: 


theſe latter ages, wherein 
there have been many- 
new, unuſual emergen- 
cies, {ach as our fore-fa- 

thers have not known. 
How many ſtrange ob- 
ſcrvable paſſages may a: 
confidering . man pick 
Curt 


of Providence. 67 
| ue amongſt "the affairs 
of theſe few -laſt years ? 
How ſtrangely hath the 
whole ggourſe 'of things 
both in Church and ſtare, 
been turned about, be- 
- yondall mens imaginati- 
| ons! How hattaGod in 
every reſpe&t , and onall 
fides '(puſled the wifdome 
_ of the wiſe,and enfeebled 
the ſtrength of the migh- 
| ty; abating the glory of 
| al humane- power , lift- 
Ing himſelf up above o- 
thers , in thoſe. things 
wherein - dealt moſt 
proudly ; affectinggrear 
tatters 'by deſpiſed 
| means; what ſtrange ebbs 
and flowes of hope have 


we known? When: men 
| have 


The Beauty 
have bcen moſt full of. 
confidence,then ſome un" 
expeed accident hath 
zatervened , and dila 
painted all; So thatt 
wiſcſt mea have been ofc- 
cn pur to ſtand ata gaze, 
not knayving what to | 
judge of = =. of 

ings 3 And (though we 
hens not had (if 0 
obſerve it, yer) there has 
beea ſomething equiva- 
lent tothis in other Na- 
tions: The whole Chriſti- 
an world being general- 
ly tull of ſtrange comma» 
tions; Now we may cer- | 
tainly conclude hat all 
theſe unuſual .turns and F 
changes of things are not 
for nothing. There is 
ſome 


— £44 k. 4d Lk 5 — ——_ b } v 


ſome'great defign' to be 
accompliſhed by them. 
'Tis our dur _ = 
Fence t6'£ © - 
{ages;aind With patience to 
ariel rhe iſſuc. 

2. This may dire@'ts 
what co judg of the pre- 


 Fent times under which 


weare fallen,” "If-itbe {o 
that every | particular 
event 5 fo exactly regw- 
hr and beautiful z hence 
then we may infer , how 
all that” confufion ''and 
diſorder which ſeem to 
be in the affairs of thefe 
times, is not ſo muchin 
the things themſelves , as 


* in our miſtake of them. 


The Rovgheſs Seaſons 
(though they may be un- 
Ss 


fuitable 


'69 


Bph. 5.16, 


2 Tim, 3. 


1,2, 
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ſuitable'to our defirts) yer 
have. in them a proper 
comelineſſe, as jpwell as 


times of the greateſt ſere-, | 
"M.; WI. 


nity | bet 
 Trucindeed, the Scriz 


ptlire” "doth ſometimes. 
motion evil ayes, - but" 
this isnor fo to be under-* 
ſtood-as If time'in 'it (elf 
couldbe evil ,”cither N4*” 
turally, for 10 God pro”. 
nounced irgood;or Moe" 
rally, becanſe*cis nor ſub#7! 
jeRed ro Yny moral rules” 


bat” onely Accidentally in 
reſpec of our miſtake and 


abuſe cf it > when cither 


we judge ofit according 
ro our own wiſhes, or mb 
ſpend it according to our 
own luſts, *Tis onely un- 


wile, 


p_ = mn 
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als ſpeech we uſe to 
| call a toad and == 


of Providence. 


wiſe, unholy men , that 
make unhappy times. 

As invthe works of Cre a= 
then nothing is properly 
deforged. , 2 every 
thing hath peculiar 
beauty, he to that 
rank and- ſtation wherein 
po placed y Though in 


glee donm in 
toc 
ſeems whereas i 

of the univerſe inelps 


2s regular and comely 


| parts as any of the-reſt ; 


their . outward ſh:pes 
being ſuicable to their 
inward forms, and thoſe 
purpoſes for which they 
were intended. SO 1s 1t 
likewiſe 
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likewiſe in the weyes of 
Providence,thoſe deſignes 
thatin rcſpeR of our ap» 
prebenſions are carried 
on by a cryptical igyoly+ 
ed macthod, arc yet i 
them{elves of 25 cxecllent 
comrivance, as any of 
thoſe that ſeen to be af 
mor facito and peapiny 
ws order,” « 

Ya man in theſe tidy 
ball with his ceafoaces- 
ful ohely the  ourwanl 
faccofthi 
needs {cem 


liof i 
dents | 
the (pirits of- men inthe | - 


proſccution of the ſame 
ends, and the pretcace of 


publick welfare,ſhal be-imy 
bitcred againſt _—_ 
ther 


of Propidence. 73 
ther,cven to pub lick ruiwey 
when there 5 . 4 Violent Ecelel, 5,8 
| prrverting of judgment and | 
* in a-Nation, and 9» 
of the oppreſſor 
4 might, but the oppreſſed 
| hov none io comfart then, Chup 4.7. 
When there is a total 
aubeeron of [thoſe de- 
grocs: in which the arder 
| "and CR of chings 
goth conſiſt, Serwawts 
ingenhwrſes, nd Princes © **? 
| 'malking a for vams on the 
| each ares _ Job g.5.6 
ee rewoved, and pillars 
[the earth tremble. When 
| Religion fdeSn .. 
| arc the foandation of a, 
ie en of wn 
And yet cvca in all iv 
+ | there may be a defignof 
1 Providence 


ner 
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Providence for our good, 


This is'cerran , all Gods | 
promiſes: to' his Church. |; 


are infalliblyrrue, and 
all his «diſpenſations 
(though never ſo croſle 
in outward appearance) 
have a tendency towards | 
the fulfilling of thoſe, 
not'a manreſt hinfſelt in 


In 'ovr- natural: enquis 
ries after th cn cauſe 
of things, when ourres- 
ſor'is ar a*Rand;; we: are 
fain® ſometimes ro fit 
down, and fatisfic our 


{elvesin the notion of vc-, 
cult qualities, And theres \ 
fore much more ſhould | 
we be content to be igno# 
- rant. 
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of Providence. 
rant inthe finel.cauſe of 
things ; which lye-more 
deep ai.d obſcure then the 
other. 

Let'no man then pre- 
ſume to cenſure the ſeve- 
ral viciſſfitudes 'and chan- 
pes of. things, as if they 
were unſeaſonable and ill 
contrived. Remember we 


1 are but ſhort-ftghted, and 


- Cannor diſcern. 'the- vari- 


ous refexences.,: and de- 
pendencies amongſt. the 
preat affairs in the world; 


| and therefore may be ea- 


fly. miſtaken-in- our: 6pi> 
nidn of them. We doin 
this world ( for .we muſt 
part): ſee' onely: the dark 


| fawof Providence. At the 


laſt & great day of nany- 


76 The Beaity | 
plot of divine love fhall' |f 
be layed open, then we þ 
ſhall be able to difcern/ ; 
rhe Beauty of Providence | ! 
in all the ruggcd pafſlages/|h 
Rom.8.23 of it; how trioulation, di+; ſ 
35 treſs,per ftcartion, f aminey\ | v 
nakednefſe , peril; and vin; | p 
ſword, do all work foray | 1 
beſt to thoſe that lowe Gadi | | 
Fudg nathing therefore 
before #5 thme,1 Cor.q.y1" 
Confider,we cannot fee th: 
wor ks of God fromthe be 
gipwing 10the end, And 
you know there is a vaſt 
diftcrence betwixrt the be+ 
ming and the end of 1 
boild: ing. Itmay be out 
lors pethaps intheſc times 
to fee only the begiane 
ofthe fabrick;when th 
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frame is demoliſhed , the 
mbbiſh tycs ſcattered a- 


|; bout, the new materials 
| | being gathered into 
| heaps. Pofterity perhaps 


ſee the ed of it 
when all theſe confuſed 
preparations ſhall be 
| made up into a beanrifal 


ſraQure. 
2. This may ſerve for 
reyoof” of two forts of 
ons: 


t. Thoſe that do not 
tblerye .or regard the 
works of the Lord. 
'#. Thofe that marmar 
and repine atthem. 

t.' This/may reprove 
Goſh 'Fo' not obſerve 
& read rhe works of 
beLord. *Tis 2-grearac- 


gument 


T7 


Uſe 2.\ 
For Re» 
proof. 
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gument of infidelicy and 
irceligion , when, men let 

many remarkable proyi- 
dences paſſe by them 
without notice or obſer- 

vation, Or when they 

Ibok upon them onely in 
a flight and ſuperficial, 
manner, like thoſe whom: 
the Prophet Iſaiah com- 

Lai. 43-20 plains, of, Seeing. man 
things but ob[erving ndts.. 
This fin of IP 
cie of Gods, various pro- | 
- Yidences ,. hath  been..gh; 
rentimes ſeverely, threds 
ved and puniſbed in Scrip 

eure, 1/4,5.1 Ps 

regard not the work of th 
Lerd,yor confider the pers 
Wen of bis Dandy HETRATE 
my people gone antocaptivit 
" y 


: — © macol. oe —_— ——— " 


2» DD a» = © -=- 


of Providence. 
And again,Fe.12.11.The 
whole Land is made deſ0- 
late,brcauſe no man layeth 
to heart, 

The - heavieſt judge- 
ments that can befall a 
Nayon,ate Captivity and 
Deſolztion. And yerthey 
are borh - denounced a 


gainſt this ſtupiditie;and 


careleſneſſe of ſpirit, And 
you- may gueſle at the 


| heinouſneſs of the fin, by 


the, greatneſs of the pu- 
niſhment. CES 
-?Tis a fin, thatis after a 
more- / eſpecial manner 
appropriated - to. wicked 
men, Pſa, 10.445 . The wic> 
ted through the prige of hu 
countenance wil not ſeek af- 
ter God,God 3s not in all bis 

E thoughts, 


3g 
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thoughts. Thy judgments are 
arre abvwve ont of hs ſight. | 

hings that henever cn- 
quires after . or regards , 
as if he were not er all 
concerned in them. Woe 
wpra 14s nibil ad nes. He 
ooks no further then ſe- 
cond caufes-,- unto which 
he aſcribes'-the ſucceſſe 
or miſcarriage of events; 
and doth not take notice 
of that ' divine -Provyi- 
dence, by whoſe influence 


they are guided, Youſer 


this is made the note of 
wicked men. And there. 
fore , as we would ayoid 
that cerſure; ſo ftill it con- 
C&rns us to avoid the ſigner; 
'2. This may ſeryefor 
the reproof of choſe that 
| murmur 


at 


to greater worn. 
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murmur and repine at 
the works of providence , 
that take upon them the 
magiſteriall judgment 
of events; as if they could 
tell how to frame chings 
much better , and rocon- 
trive the iflue of things 


How ordinary: is it for 
men to diſcourſe » thus 
concerning the great 
changes of theſe times £ 
As if rhe unſearchable 
waycs of God were to be 
judged before the tribu- 
all of humane reaſon - ; 
Who art thou, O man, that 
diſpureſt with God? (faith 
the Apoſtley) how deſpi- 
cable * in compariſon to 
his infinice majeſtic- and 
-. Ea wiſdom? 


Ol 
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wiſdom2 If there 'be a. 
common-wealth amongſt 
Ants and: Bees :( as ſome - 
Naturahſts ſay there is') 
twould make a man 
{mile to;think:, thar they 
ſhould take upon them 
the cenſure of Srate-mat- 
ters amongeſtus men; and 
yet here ; the» diſpropor= 
Longs finite,; whereas be» 
twixet God and mantis 
infinite: As 1he heavens are 
Ii. 55-49 ÞJgher then the earth,ſo are 
my thoughts higher then 
your thonghts ; and my 
wayes then your wayes, - 
He that. will take up- 
on him-to mend: the con- 
trivance of things', tt + | 
him remember:(ſayes one 
of the Sroicks ) that the 
farſt 


of: Providence. 
firſt thing he is todo, is 
to meni God,ro teich him 
witdom and care. Andit 
be (hall think himſelfe 
unfic for that, .let him not 
preſume! upon this, For 
confider ,: is not the Pro- 
vidence: of God exadly 
eareful of every thing & Is 
not-he infinitely wiſe to 
diſpoſe of all tothe beſt ? 
Arc-:not all. things ſu6> 
ſervient to his will? Why 
certainly then, (however 
matters--may . appear tO 
us}. yet nothing could 
have been better then' ir 
is. Every thing ſhall 
prove for the beſt in re- 
ſpect of bis glory, and (if 
we belong to him) in re- 
ſpe of owr good too, 


E 3 'Tis 
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'Tis an obſervable 
check which Solomon 
gives to fuch preſumptu- 
ous perſons as are apt to 
repine at, and cenſure 
the courſe of things, Eccl. 
7.10. Say n0t thou, what 
# the cauſe why the former 
days were better then theſe? 
for then doeſt not enquire 
wiſely concerning this, It 
ſhould ſcem , that thoſe 
flouriſhing dayes of Sols- 
mon , ſo very eminent for 
all kind of plenty and 

 _ peace'Silver being in Jeru- 
18-297 falem 4s fones, o&* Cedars 
4s the Sycomore inthe vale 
for abundance) were not 

yet without ſome mo- 

roſe repining ſpirits, who 

were ſtill maligning the 

preſent 


A 


=. 


LE a __ et | a _ a« Aa JS ca ap Sv =FT'<@ 


of Providence. 


preſent condition of 
things:z And thercfare no 
| wonder. i we finde.che 
like humor among men 
in other times. 

This the Wiſe man. doth 
here reprove, both by a 
probibition anda reaſon, 

1. A prohibition. $ y 
notthou, whats the cauſe 
' why the former dayes were 
better then theſe © that is , 
be not tranſported with 


thatcommon humor , of . 


cenſuring and condem- 
ning the preſent ſtate of 
times, and commending 
the times paſt; As it che 
courſe of events were not 
managed by the ſame 
wiſe Providence now 
which” goveraed the 
| world 
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world before. © He doth 
not forbid men to en- 
quire afrer' the cauſe of 
publick ſufferings - For 
this is frequently clſe- 
where injoyned in Sctt- 
pture,thar upon the occa- 
tion of any ſpecial judg- 
ment, we ſhould ſearch 
and try our hearts, cOn- 
fider our wayes , and our 
doings, labouring to find 
out” the cauſe of Gods 
diſpleaſure , that we may 
3ccordingly meet him in 
his wayes. But the mean- 
ing is, that we ſhould not 
take upun-us the perem- 
ptory cenſure of times and 
diſpenſutions, preſaming } 
to condemn thoſe things 


w® we cannot underſtand. 
2.T he 


of Providence. 
2. The Reaſon. For 


thou diſt. not enquire wiſely 


concerning this thing. Thats 
a figurative expreſſion 
ſtiled a Meioſes, when 2 
phraſe. ſignifies much 
more then 'the naked 
words do import, The 
meaning . 1s, *tis extreme 
tolly for men. co take up- 
on them the cenſure of 
times and providences , 
as.if they were Competent 
jadges of ſuch matters. 

. There 'are two places. 
of. Scripture., that wll 
make upa'Syllogilme to 
prove this concluſion. 


He that juggeth of a mat- 
|. ter before he hath inquired. 


into, and underſtands it, is 
#.folly and ſhame nnto him, 
E 5 


Prov.. 
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Prov. 18.13. But now,7t 
doth net belong untous to 
know the times and the ſea- 
ſons which the Father hath 
keptin his own power, AQts 
17, Andthereforc it muſt 
needs be folly to take u 
on us the magiſteriall cen- 
fure of ſuch things. 

Every day hath its pro- - | 
per evill, as well the for- \- 
mer as theſe z and every 
day hath its. -proper ad* 
vantage , as well thefe as 
the former. The veric 
dregs of time , if we en- 
deavour to make- aright 
uſe of them, may be 
redeemed into opporeu- 
nitie. _; 

There are two reaſons of 
mens offending in this' 
kinde, 1. When 


|, fairs in their, cooperation 
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I. When they look 
only upon ſome particu - 
lars, without the conſi- 
deration of their proper 
end or general frame,Now 
'tis true indeed, that ſome 
parricular events, ſingly 
looked upon , +may ſcem 
very prejudicjall z but the 
whole contexture of af- 


ſhall prove for the beſt, 
All things (hall work toge- 
ther , Twiey® for good to 
thoſe that love God, Rom. 
8.28. 

- But now *cis above our 
capacity to comprehend 
the whole frame of 
things; And that :is not 
diſorder in re{peR of the 
whole , which to us may 


appear 
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appear ſo, being compa- 
red with ſome. partics- 
lars, Youknow, thatiin 
the. natural body, the 
vatiety and diflimilitude 
of parts, is required to 
the beauty of the whole z 
the roundneſſe of- 'the 
Lead , the length-of the 
arm , the Batneſs of the 
hand , blackneſs in one 
pait , and whiteneſs in 
another; all theſe being 
flingly compared amongſt 
themſclves, though they 
may ſcem to argue ſome 
oppolition and deformi- 
ty, yet look upon them 
as they ſtand: in relation 
ro the whole frame , and 
it will appear how 1n 
their feveral wayes they 
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do each of chem conduce 
to its comalinefle and or- 
der. If this lower world 
had in it no changes and 
. yaricties, but were in all 
refpccts alike ,,-ic would 
not" then, be ſo properly 
xou®, a beautiful world, 
aS;@-,a lump or maſſe, 
2. Another occafion 
of mens offending, in;this 


kind, is, when they. will 


judg of events., accorde 
ing- as they ſuite with 
their own wiſhes. And in 
this caſe, tis impoſſible 
that every humor ſhould 
be ſatisfied ; becauſe par- 
ticular defires ( beſides 
their. oppoſition - to One. 
| another ), will hikewile 


be inconſiſtent with the 
general 
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genes deſign. It would 
cem better Þerhaps to 
every private man, if he 
himſelf were a Maigi- 
ſtrate, or a King,and eve» 
ry common Souldier 2 
Commander, or a Gene- 
ral. Bat how could this 
conliſt with the exigen+ 
ciesof Common-wealth, 
oran/Army , where thete 
inuſt be degrees, and diſ- 
proportion of places ac» 
cording to the neceſſity 


of ſeveral imployments # 


*Tis{0 in'the government 
of this great Univggle': 
That difference which 
there is / betwixt parti- 
cular th ngs, and times, 
and perſons , doth much 
conduce to. the beauty 
and 


of Providence, 

and convenience of the 
whole, 

_ 'Tis our ſafeſt way then 
40 conclude that all mar- 
ters are for the beſt, beaw- 
vifnl in their rtmes chough 
to us they may ſeem full 
of diforder- and contra- 
riety. Thus the Apoſtle, 
m that remarkable place, 
Rom. 11. 33.' ſpeaking 
concerning the rejection 
of the Jews , when God 
would caſt off and deſtroy 
his peculiar people, and 
that for his own 'glory 
and adyantage , hecon- 


dudes, His judgments are 


w#nſearchable, and his wayes 
| faſt finding out. But of him, 
to bins are all things. ASit 
he ſhould have ſaid , God 


will 
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will do this ſtrange works 
and though for my. part, 
I knaw.not the reaſon of 
it, His judgments are ng 
ſearchable:;&6. yer ſure 
am,that of him,and.to him 
are allchings z that is, as 
the making of all thi gs 
was of his power,ſothe re- 
ſolution of-all chngs {hall 
be to his.g/ory. .: + 
Though bis judgements 
areas the great deep, tar 
their obſcurity and uns 
mzaſurablenels,,;' not to 
be farhomed by: our ſhal-, 
low ,apprehenlions;_ yet 


his righteouſneſs is 4s tht. 
ſkrong monnt4ins, for their, 


eminency and ſtablenefs, 
Pſal.36.6. Though clouds 
and darkneſs may be round 
about 


ww ck i 
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about him,yet righteouſneſs 


and judgment are the ba- 
bitation of his throne, Pal. 


97.2. 


3. This may ſerve for V/e 3. 


Exhortation, to perſwade 
us unto theſe four du- 
ties, | 

'1- Not tobe too-haſty 
in our deſire of proſecu- 
tion of any things... 

- \ 2, Nor to: trouble our 
ſelves -with © any fſolici- 
tous care about the ſuc- 
ceſſe of things. 

3. To beequally pre- 
pared. for all future c- 
verts, 

' 4. To behave our ſelves 
with carcfulneſſe and 
contentment in all - con- 
ditions; | 
1 Hence 
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1. Hence we learn nop 
to be too hafly in our des) 
fire or' | proſecution of} 
any. thing. God beſt\ 
knows the fitteſt ſeaſon'\ 
for every event; we ſhal/ 
have it when its' time- is") 
come , and before that. 
*$would! not *be beaumti- 1 


Pro 25-13 ful : Like ſnow in Harveſf: 


Trend. +: 
Feartul | 


(as the Wiſe man ſpeaks)'! 


whieh though it mighe+ | 
poſſibly be ſome-refreſb«.1 | 


ment - to. our *particular 
yet would be a deformity: 
in the couſe of Nature, 
There are ſome men 
whom the Propher ſtyles 
of a haſty heart, 2» 
Iſa. 35. 4. who are too 
heady and impatient” in 
their hopes. And it is a 
weakne(s 


_ 


[ 


we 
— —_— 


- 
_— 
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weakneſſe that ariſes 


1[from our infidelity and 
1, diſtruſt of Providence. 


For he that believeth mak- 
th no haſt, Chap. 28.16, 


'] Tis Gods ufual courſe 
»:]to defer what he promi- 
-.|s, theieby to exerciſe 


our faith, to putan edg© 


+ Jon our defires; and a va- 
'! he upon the bleſſing. In 


fatural affairs , we are 


{]fin to expe&'rhe proper. 
| [ſeaſon and matwrity of 
/ things; the husbandman 


will waic for his harveſt , 
he doth not expect to 
ſowe and reap both in 2 
day. It ſhould be ſo like- 
wite in” other matters ; 
And fince that is alwayes 
the firteſt rime for every 
thing 
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thing which God /aprilfer! 
points , ir will become u${do 
then patiently to wait hifſho 
leifure, and not with overayit 
haſty deſires to run beforel}ſou 
him. -*jan 
. Abraham was fain- tor\iny 
tariie, a long time fori@]vib 
ſon, David for-a Kings |q#s 
dome, and the whole: wo 


rightly-- underſtauds -the\|{df 
worth of any blefling,andi]iti 
his own. want , cannot'i 
think. much' to! wait for! 
ir. The poore man,at the 
pool- of - Betheſda , being | 1 
ſenfible of his own lame |cic 
nefle,- was content to tar- [do 
rie chere -38 years-in [It 
hopes of remedie, Sup* |jed 
poſe. a promiſe were de- |to 
ferred 
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yiſferred to the utmoſt," yer 
w|do bur compare the 
ishortnefle of our lives 
ralwyith the duration'of oor 
ouls, 2nd then nodelay 
"Jan ſeem redigus. Neg; -M 
07 ends eff aliquid in tam bre- net 4 
# |vibus vite metis itafſerum, 

9 10w0d longum expettare im- 

le Inor1 al ts 5 putet animus, A 

& man © conſcious ro him- 
1&f of his own immorta- 
di|ſitie, cannot. think any 
elong ; which is con- 


[|bounds of life. 

Is there then any metr- 
cewhich thou expecteſt , 
= [donot over-raſhly haſten 
n | It, withiany indire& pro- 
- TY as if thou wert able 
d 


- |to bel the providence of 
"bg God 
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God with wiles and de- 
vices of thine owns, 


Though .it be long in, 


coming , yet it will come 


at laſt,it cannot be more |: 


{low then ſure. When 
Iſaac was ſayed upon the' 
Altar, and. bound fora 
ſacrifice, and his Fathers 
hand lift up for.the fatal 


blow , yet then there! 


came a reſcue from hea- 
ven , Which would not 


have bcen ſo beauriful , |, 
if by any unlawful a@| 
it had been haſtned be-| 
fore that time, cither by | 


Abrahams - ſparing his 
ſon, or 1ſaacs refiſting his, 
father, 


Foſeph did undergo a 


tedious impriſonment ” 
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le-] the Land of | Egypr, 'tis 
x. | likely, bcing the key kee> 
in; per, he might have taken 
ne |- His own'time.,, and have 
re|-ſcaped when he would, 
en |-Bur then he had loft his 
he | preferments, whereas by 
a |: tarrying Gods leiſure, he 
rs | was -delivered with ad- 
al | vantage» Though David 
re (had been a long while a- 
2 | nointed to a Kingdom , 
ot | \yer becauſe he. did-not 
, | Uſe any: haſty means for 
& [rhe injoying of /ir, there- 
&- | fore did providence clear 
y [+the paſſage for him, and 
is | proſpered it to him af- 
is | terwards. He might have 
killed Sa#Lin the Cave, 
«| and Abxertoo, when he 
n | found them keeping; but 


K then 


1 Sam. 24, 
8x 126,17 


1 


The Beauty 


then he had been over- 
haſty  *rwere better they | 


ſhould fall by their Ene., 


mies. The Lord ſhall ſmive 
them when their day fhal| 


And before that, *« would 
be bur raſhne(s ro attempt 
it. And ſo likewiſe when 
he ſtopr himſelf in his 
haſte after Nabals life, 
you know within a while 
after, God took him a+ 
way by his own imme- 
diate Ld, and gave 
both his wife and cſtate t0 
David. 

An over- main 
in the - haſtening of our 


come to die, 1 S1m.26. 1 


hopes , is the ready way|| 


A 


to imbitter- them unto 
us. You know how much 
trouble 
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trouble and contention 
there grew from that 
haſty a& of Sarab, when 
in her diſtruſt of rhe pro- 
miſez and fear of being 
childleſs , ſhe muſt needs 
give Hagar to Abraham, 

So likewiſe for Facobs 
r00 much haſte in getting 
the bleſſing by a wro 
means , you know it co 
him afterwards many 
dangers, and a tedious 
exile, Whereas if he had 
rarried longer, God would 
bave brought it about for 
him by a more cafic and 
beautiful way. 

Gods time is the beſt , 
and he never fails his 
own ſeaſon; I the Lord 
will haſtey it in its time. 
F Iſa. 
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Iſa.60. 22,For us to mea- 
fare the firneſfe of (ea- 
ſons by our own weak 
apprehenfions, is not 
this to ſetthe Sun by our 
Dial 2 We are toc ſhort- 
fighted., apt to antedate 
the promiſes. The Lord 
will ariſe and have mercy 
pon Sion, when thetime to 
favour her,yea,when the ſet 
time i come,Plal. 102.13. 

2, Hence we learn not 
to trouble our {elves 
with any ſolicitous care 
about: the ſuccefle of 
things. - To ſerve Provi- 
dence in the uſual meanes, 
that is our work ; But the 
iſſue and event of things , 
that's Gods work, we 
have nothing todo init. 
That 
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That which is not under 
our power, ſhould not be 
under our care. If there be 
nothing at our diſpoſal, 
but that all events do 
depend upon an higher 
Providence, *"cwere but a 
vaine thing then to buſte 
our ſelves with hopes 
and feares about them, 
Much of the diſquietnefle 
amongſt men in the world 
ariſes from hence, that 
they bufic themſelvs a- 
bout Gods wors, and nc- 
ole@their own, 

Is there then an ev:ll 
thou feareft 2 why 'tis not 
in the power of any crea- 
ture to hurt thee, Though 
men ſhould uſleplots, and 
threats againſt thee', yet 

F 2 they 


hy 
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they can do nothing. 
They ſate together , and 
counſelled againſt Da- 
vid , deviſing ia take away 
hs life, Plal.31.13.But 
what was his comtort ? 
why, ſaith he, ver.15. My 
times areinthy bands, O 
Lord. He knew that no ill 
ſucceſſle rowards him 
was in the power of 0- 
thers. 

Oris there anevil thou 


feeleſt:why,it comes from 


the hand of God. Be not 
then impatient at the 
inſtrumehr. *Tis but a 
childiſh , curriſhthing to 
beat the rod , or bite the 
ſtone that hurtthee. Da- 
vid could quietly under - 


£0 the railing of Shimet , 


when 


— 
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when once he had diſcern- 
cd init the Providence of 
God, 
y Fara 4 gooll thu 
for e why, itis not 
wt the reach of. thy 
abilitics. And thirefore 
'twere bur in vain © 
think thou conld*kt com- 
mand it by thine own 
'cadeayours. We would 
-count it:a-mad 'rhing for 
one thit is naurally 
low , to baſe himſelf in 
the Rtudy and labour - 
rowing tall , becauſe 
this is no alterable'by 
any thing in our power 5 
Since no 0143 cax adde one 
cabit to bis ſtature, Why, 
tis ſo in- other things 


likewiſe z God doth as 
E. 3 well 
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well ſet bounds to our 
eſtates , as to our ſtatures z 
and of our ſelves, wecan 
-aS little adde one penny 
to that, as one cubit to 
this. And therefore, ne- 
ver fet any one think 
that he can raiſe himſelf 
as he pleaſes : and be the 
-maſter of his own for- 
tuncs. Though he were 
- furniſhed with the great- 
.eſt helps and probabili- 
nies of advancement, Yet 
Kccleſ.9.it 2he bartell & not alwayes to 
the ſrong,nor the raceto the 
ſwift ;, neither bread to the 
wiſe,nor yet riches tomen of 
underſtanding, nor yet fa- 
Vonr to men of kill, but 
time and chance happens to 
them all. That is,there is a 
ſecret 
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ſecret Providence, which 
deth-ſo unayoidably dif- 
pole of theſe lower e- 
vents, that the likelicſt 
means we can uſe, cannot 
promiſe - us any certain 
ſucceſle.. 

.> They that with a com- 
paſſe wiſdome will delay 
events, that with fore- 
caſts and proviſions will 
binde Providence, for the 
moſt part, are not onely 
diſappointed in what 
they hoped for , but do 
meet with a curſe inſtead 
of it. See thatplace , Iſa 
50.11. Behold, all ye that 
kindle a fire, that compaſſe 


your ſel vs about with ſparks 


walk in the light of your fire 
and in the. ſparks that you 
F 4 have 
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have kindle, this ſhall you 
have of my hands.you ſhall 
iye down in ſorrow. | 

3. Hence we learn to 
be equally - prepared for 
all furure events , not 
wiſhing for one [more 
rhen another; Whatever 
comes to paſſe ſhall be 
beamifal, and therefore 
ſhould be welcome. - All 
things that befal ns, ſhall 
lead us on to the ſame 
journeys end, Happineſs. 
And therefore we ſhould 
not in our expectation of 
future marters ingage 
our felves in the defircof 
*ny particular ſucceſle. 
Burt with a travellers in- 
gifferency ( as Epierss 
ſpeaks in Arias) who 

| when 
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when he comes to doubt- 
ful rarnings, doth: not 
defire one way ſhould be” 
true more then another. 
So —_ we —_— 
every . thing - that we 
meet wah ou; pafſage 
through'this life +  Eſpe- 
cially fince we are ſure 
that there Is none of 
them , but-it we belong 
to God , hall further us 
in 'thar-” which is our 
main buſineſs, our jour- 
my ro happineſs. And 
therefore to be very fo- 
lcitow'about any parti» 
cular ſuccefle, whar' is it 
but to limit and confine 
the power of God 9 nay, 
to prefer our own policy 
before: the wiſdome - of 
RT OR 1... 
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Providence, as if we a- 
lone-were able ro diſcern 
what would be the beſt 
iſſue of things? Mark how 
the (ame Heathen be- 
ſpeaks ſuch a perſon: 
Thoy fooliſh man ( ſaith 
he ) daeſt thou nor defire 
that which will be moſt 
convenient for thee? And 
can there be any thing 
better then what God 
A ppoints ft wil TIIoov 6# 0} 
Srapheiges Toy ngTlu , Tepg= 
Yyers-Tdy ouCunop, Wherefore 
by ſuch immoderate and 
eager delires , thou doeſt 
as. much as' in thee- lies., 
to corrupt thy Judge , 
and ſeduce thy Coun- 
{c1lor, 
- The Stoicks have many 
9. < - excellent 
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excellent paſſages to this 
purpoſe. Nunquam ſapi- 
entem penitentia ſubit , 
( ſaith Seneca) quia nihil 
melius ills tempore fieri po- 
tuit quam quod faitum eft. 
A wiſe man 1s never 
troubled at any croſs e- 
vent he knows. nothing 


could have been - better 


thenitis. Omniaill; juc- 
cedunt nibil preter opinio- 
nem accidit, All things 
are + ſuccesful -ro him, 
he is diſappointed mno- 
thing , becauſe indiffer- 
ent to every - thing. 
Whilſt others are toſſed 
up. and down betwixt 
hopes and fears, his mind. 
iscſtabliſhed. 

Now if meer reaſon 
Ee 
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could . advance Heathen 
men to fach reſolutions , ! 
much more then ſhould { 
a Chriftians Faith in the | 
Providence of God,wirth 
thoſe many- promiſes 
whercin he hath an in- | 
tereſt, raiſe his mind to | 
this heroick remper, and 
make him bend himſelf 
with a ſubmiſive com- | 
pliance unto evety condi- | 
tion, | 
Ob, But what then, 

may nor a man { nay, 
ſhould he not ) be very 
earneſt in his defires and 
prayers, for ſome parti» 
cular deliverance orblct- 
fing ? 
Sy), 1 anſwer : Yes. Butin 
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muſt be till with a tacic 
ſubmiſſion to rhe will of 
God, who knowes better 
what vs fit for us, then we 
our ſelves. Sce the exam- 
ple of David to this pur- 
poſe, '3 Sam, 15. 25, He; 
was there put to a very 
great exigence, his ſon 
Abſalom hed ſuddenly 
raiſed a great Army a- 
paint him , infomuch as 
e was fain to flye for his 
life. There were ſome of 
the Prieſts adhered to 
him , -and followed him 
with the Ark. Buthe;up- 
on ſerious thoighrs. de- 
fires them ro return a- 
gain, For(ſaiththe) if T7 


hall finde favour in thetys 


of theLyrd, fre will bring me 
de again 
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ain,and ſhew me both it , 


and his habitation , But if 


he thus [ay unto me, 1 have 
no delight inthee , behold, 
here I am let him do to me, 
4s ſeemeth good unto him, 
Here's. no- deep anxiety 
or #ſtuation of; ſpirit : nv 
bitter. exclaiming againſt 
h.s unnatnral ſon, 'and 
diſloyal ſubjes; bur a 
quiet, ſuccumbency,. an 
indifferent compoſure of 
mind, : which reſolves to 
be content in every con- 
dition, He puts the caſe 
both wayes ,; ,and is pro” 
vided-for-either, ... If -it, 
prove alter, this manner , 
why, then ſo, if otherwiſe 
then thus. So true is that 
canmom Emblem , that 

| 7 .. every 
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every wiſe man is acube 
or dye , not to. be flung 
from his botom. Let him 
be caſt any way, he till 
lights upon his right 64- 
£5 ; whatever his condition 
may be, Si frattus illaba- 
tur orbis, yet his mind is 
ſtil calm and. peaceable. 
Ob. But would you 
have a man turn Stock ? 
ſhould he not be troubled 
at the affl. tions that befal 

him 2 
Sol. I anſwer. Yes: He 
muſt be ſenſible of his 
ſufferings , and conſc- 
puently cannot but 
orieve under them, eſpe- 
cially ſo far as his own 
fin and negle& hath oc- 
Calioned them. But then 
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it ſhould be his care to 
quiet his heart from im- 
moderate trouble, by the 
conſideration , of that 
wiſe Providence, who 
doth diſpoſe of all for 
the beſt. 

4. Laſtly , hence we 
Jearn , to bchave our 
ſelves with chearfmineſſe 
and contentment under all 
thoſe conditions which 
the Providence of God 
ſhall think firceſt for us. 
"Tis the Wiſe mans own 
inference from the text 
in the verſes immediare- 
ly afterit, There « nothing 
better then for 4 man to re- 
jojre, and do cord in his life 
that he fhowtel eat and dr ink 
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labour. For if every thing 
| be beſt which God ap- 


| points, we have norea- miniple- | 
ſon then to be troubled ©» 9wc- 


at any event. What 
| though ir do crofſe our 
delares,,., yer-*twould not 
| have been ſo well, if it 
' had been otherwilc, 
| Things cannot be better 


{ with us. then they are. 
' Dawid thought it,a hard 


caſe, that his childe by 
Bathſheba muſt dye. But 


did he loſe any thing 
by it ? was It notbetter 
for him to have ſuch a 


| 


: 
4 


| 


legitimate Heir. as Solo- 
won was ? We arc but ill 
contrivers of our own 
welfare, and therefore 
{ſhould wichourt murmue- 
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ing ſubmit our: ſelves 
and affairs to 'the -go- 
yernment of Providence; 
What though thar do 
ſrairen us in our defires : 
you are content to let the 
Phiſiclan bar you-of ma- 


-nythings', | becauſe he 


hath caſt your water , felt 
your pulſe. Conſider 
theo, doth itnot as much. 


*concerr us to provide for 
'the- falyation of - ' our 
ſouls,at the health of our 


bodies 2? or doth not God 
underſtand rhis, as well 


-as the Phyſician that * 


What reaſon * have' we 
then to repine at his pro- 


ceedings 2 -He was a wile 
ſon in Plutarch, -who be- 


ing told by a friend that 
his 
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his. father would defin- 
herft him z anſwered , 


| Non faciet niſi faciendum : 


He will do nothing but 
what he ſhould. Thus 
ſhould a Chriſtian wil- 
lingly refign up himfelf 
in every condition to the 
diſpoſal of Providence. 
Do but apply this con- 
ſideration according to 
the ſeveral occaſions of 
you lives, When your 
carts are at any times a- 
mazed or dejeted with 
the thought of the pub- 
like confuſtons ; Remem- 
ber that God fits in hea- 
yen, obſerving and or- 
dering all theſe inferiour 
motions for the beſt, 
And ſo too inthe - 
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of particular ſufferings 
tis likely rhar there is not 
any amongſt you, bur 
hath ſome kinde of pri- 
wate trouble & grievance 
to which he is moreeſpe- 
cially . cxpoſed z either 
weakneſs of body,or too 
narrow a fortune , {oſſes 
in your: eſtates, diſap- 
pointmenc in you hopes , 
unhappy ' relations , 'of 
the like. And theſethings 
as we are mn, Cannot 
chuſe but grate upon our 
ſpirits , with ſome kinde 
of harſhneſs and diſcon- 
tent.” Bat now, as Belje- 
vers, we havea remed 

againſt chem, For conft- 
der , there is nothing be- 
falls us by chance, All 
things 
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things are ordered by 
the deliberate © counſel 
| and fore-knowleds of 
God. He is as exaQtly 
careful of every one of 
us, as if he hadnothing 
elic to look after. Do nor 
| think that any crouble 
| befals you , becauſe he 
| doth not regard , for his 

care and providence doth 
| extend toall things ; nor 
becauſe he canner help, 
for he is Almighty z nor 
becauſe he w:ll nor, for he 
is equally infinite in all 
his Attributes; But be- 
cauſe his wiſdome finds 
that condition to be fitteſt 
for thee; there is ſome- 
| thing amiſs which ſhould 
| be mended. When the ſu- 
perfluous 
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perfluous humour is cor- 
reed , the phyficall po- 
tion ſhall be taken away. 
And *tis not reaſonable 
ro expet phyſick and 
health both together. 
When the wound is heal- 
ed, the ſmarting plaiſter 
ſhall be removed. And 
thou mayeſt confidently 
ſay with David, Pſal.119. 
75.1 know,0 Lora that thy 
judgements are right, and 


that thow in faithfulneſs 


haſt afflicted me. 

How happy {might we 
be, if we could ſettle our 
hearts upon theſe conſ1- 
derations ? 


FINTIS. 
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